PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

In this work an attempt has been made, by assem-
bling together passages from the writings and speeches
of Mahatma Gandhi, to give the reader an idea of the
part which he expects a completely free and indepen-
dent India of his conception to play in her own domestic
affairs as well as in her relations with the rest of the world.
On 15th August 1947, India will have finally shaken off
the yoke of foreign rule which for the past century and
a half had held her soul in bondage and well-nigh ruined
her materially, morally and spiritually. In the process
of achieving her independence, however, her unity has
been broken in many places and her soul has been badly
bruised, owing to internecine quarrels, and the shape of
'Swaraj' that is emerging is not at all what her patriotic
sons and daughters had ardently longed for and strug-
gled for all these decades. It is quite natural, therefore,
that Gandhiji, the Father of Indian Independence, should
feel little inclined to enthuse over the Independence
that is dawning; and cry out, like the Vedic seer, cLead
us from darkness unto Light.3

Gandhiji has refused to subscribe to the fantastic
theory that the Muslims of India are ca separate nation*.
cMy whole soul rebels against the idea that Hinduism
and Islam represent two antagonistic cultures and
doctrines5, he has said. cTo assent to such a doctrine
is for me a denial of God. For I believe with my whole
soul that the God of the Quran is also the God of the
Gita, and that we are all, no matter by what name
designated, children of the same God. I must rebel
against the idea that millions of Indians who were Hindus
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